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A momentous moment?  A tipping point? 

• Quarter century+ of CRC & CRPD 

• Launch of 2016-2030 Sustainable Development Goals (SDG)  

• Incheon Declaration: Education 2030:Towards Inclusive and Equitable Education for All 

• UNOHCHR 2011 WHO 2012  UNICEF 2013/WHO 2012  ISSA 2013  

PEPFAR 2014  UNESCO 2015   ICBD (2016) 

• New US policy on “Inclusion of CWD in EC Programs” & 30 yrs of 

PL99-457 

• UNICEF 2015 Guidance on Inclusive Early Childhood Development  

• UNESCO launches “e-learning for an inclusive society” with 0-3 and 4-16 modules 

• Lancet series 2007, 2011, 2016 

• Nurturing Care Framework (2018) 

• ISSOP Statement 1 update (2018) Towards Social Justice 

• USG (2018)  first-ever Strategy on International Basic Education 

• ECDAN, GCECD, CEPPS,   etc etc etc  
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Just 2 weeks ago: 

• “first – ever” 
 

• Early childhood 

priorities 
 

• Inclusion of CwD 
 

• Pathway for 

– Economic growth 

– Health 

– Democracy 

– Peace  

 



Just this past summer: 

 

   Rights-based ! 
CRC focus is strong, 

needs CRPD elaboration 

 

ECD grounded ! 
Needs alignment with 

IECD & INC 

a  decade  of  progress . . . 



Objectives 

 • Launching the ISSOP Bonn Statement & 

Embracing the Global ECD Revolution 
 

• The IECD context 
• Rights-based approach  - health equity 

• Multisectoral collaboration & innovation 

• Twin-tracking for success 
 

• Global Arenas 
• Nurturing Care Framework (NCF) 

• Early Childhood Development Task Force (ECDtf) 
 

• Ways forward 
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A growing network of more than 240 
organizations, including international, 
national and local NGOs; Disabled People’s 
Organizations (DPOs), governments, 
academia and the private sector,  
working to advance the rights of 
children with disabilities at the global, 
regional and country level.  
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Art & Science Invest early, 
 
     Invest smart, 
 
           Invest for ALL. 





“Early childhood 
development 
offers a brighter 
future to entire 
nations” 







General Comment #4 August 2016 
 
Article 24:  
Right to inclusive education 

65 Early childhood interventions can be particularly valuable for children with disabilities, 
serving to strengthen their capacity to benefit from education and promoting their 
enrolment and attendance. All such interventions must guarantee respect for the 
dignity and autonomy of the child. In line with SDG 4, and the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development, States parties are urged to ensure access to quality early 
childhood development, care and pre-primary education, together with the provision of 
support and training to parents and caregivers of young children with disabilities. If 
identified and supported early, young children with disabilities are more likely to transit 
smoothly into pre-primary and primary inclusive education settings. States parties 
must ensure coordination between all relevant ministries, authorities and bodies as 
well as OPDs and other NGO partners.  
 

61i     All legislation that potentially impacts upon inclusive education within a country        
 should clearly state inclusion as a concrete goal.   
  
61j   A consistent framework for the early identification, assessment and support required 
 to enable persons with disabilities to flourish in inclusive learning environments. 
  
 



Twin-track for success: 
“Mainstreaming” disability 



NCF’s Invitation & Challenge to the 

Health Sector 
• Ensure that every woman and young child has access to 

good quality health & nutrition services. 

 

• Make those services more supportive of nurturing care. 

 

• Increase outreach to families and children with the 

greatest risk of sub-optimal development. 

 

• Establish specialized services for families and children 

with developmental difficulties and disabilities. 

 

• Collaborate with other sectors to ensure a continuum of 

nurturing care. 

 



NCF’s Invitation & Challenge to the Health Sector 

“Ensure that every woman and young child 

has access to good quality health services.” 
 

• Well-child and preventive service systems and models 

from across Europe and other regions of the world 

 

• “Integrated” and “inclusive” as necessary dimensions 

of quality 

 

 



NCF’s Invitation & Challenge to the Health Sector 

“Make those services more supportive of 

nurturing care.” 
 

• In fact, possible we will recommend creation of a 

nurturing care indicator for quality assessment 

 

• Elaboration of the Nurturing Care concepts and 

framework coming up next  (and revisited throughout 

our next 50 hours together) 

 



NCF’s Invitation & Challenge to the Health Sector 
 

“Increase outreach to families and 

children with the greatest risk of sub-

optimal development.” 
 

• A complex equity commitment basic to 

social pediatrics 

 

• A “laundry list” of marginalized and 

vulnerable groups 

 

 



Sample laundry list of marginalized 

and/or vulnerable groups: 
• Girls 

• Children affected by or emerging from 

armed conflict or humanitarian crises 

• Children on the Move  (COM) 

• Children with Medical Complexity (CMC) 

• Families in remote or rural areas 

• Indigenous peoples 

• Orphans and children affected by 

HIV/AIDS 

• Adolescent parents 



NCF’s Invitation & Challenge to the Health Sector 

 
 

“Establish specialized services for families and 

children with developmental difficulties and 

disabilities.” 

• The rights-based mission of social pediatrics will be a 

major asset here –especially if we can connect-the-dots 

between the CRC and CRPD 

• Nonetheless, in many regions of the world, overcoming 

the traditions of institutionalization and associated 

segregation of services (usually including a harsh 

quality inequity) is tough  

• Success, again, likely to be enhanced with twin-

tracking approach 

 



NCF’s Invitation & Challenge to the Health Sector: 

“Collaborate with other sectors to ensure 

a continuum of nurturing care.” 

 

• Social Pediatrics’ emerging leadership & 

innovation in providing a tent for diverse 

health professionals 

• Within peds – general, developmental- 

  behavioral, pediatric integrative 

  medicine, etc 

• Across sectors – health, social protection, 

  education, nutrition, etc 

 



Thank you! 

 
To get involved with ECDtf: 

 

ECDtf Meeting   Today   

5:30-7 pm      room tba  
 

Contact:   
 

 
 
 

donald.wertlieb@tufts.edu 
 

 

http://ecdtf.org/ 
Appreciation to OSF and the RISE Institute for financial and 

logistical support 
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