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to Early Child Development: 

  
Systems and Policy 



How this session is organized? 
 
 
 

Part 1: Now 
Plenary Session 

- CR & ECD 
- CR Indicators 
- GBD & Children with 

disabilities (CWD) 
- Linking CR & CWD 
- Q&A 

Part 2:14:00-15:30 
Workshop 

- Applying a Child-
Rights based 
Approach to ECD 
programs and 
interventions 



General principle of the CRC 

Children have the right to 
play (Art. 31 – CRC) 



Children have the right to play (Art. 31 – CRC) 

So, let’s play: guess, who is who? 



There is a general evidence-based  
existential principle that says: 



All the adults were children at one stage in their lives…. 

…and  they should keep childhood in their minds. 

Raul 
Elke Ziba Gerison 

Bolajoko 



Introducing 
Ziba 



    

Child rights and child development: where do they cross paths 

 

Dr. Ziba Vaghri                                                                                                           ISSOP Congress     

GlobalChild Program of Research                                                                                             Sep, 2018                    
University of Victoria, Canada                                                                                               Bonn, Germany      



GlobalChild; Building on ECRI and a decade of work and experience  

Early Childhood Rights Indicators, ECRI: Brining ECD and CR fields 
together 

Increased global attention to Early Child Development (ECD) 

The Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) 





1. Human capital Theory 

Human capital 
 1 

Human capital 
 2 

P r o c e s s of H u m a n  D e v e lo p m e n t 





Convention on the Rights of the Child 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Non-discrimination 

(Article 2) 

 

 

Best interests of the 
child 

(Article 3) 

Life, survival and  

development 

(Article 6) 

 

Respect for the 

 child’s view 

(Article 12) 

 



 

The concept of “proportionate 
universality”: 

 
Solutions are made universally available, but 

with an intensity that is directly proportionate 
to the level of social disadvantage.  

                                                 

The Principle of the non discrimination 
 



Courtesy of Dr. Ziba Vaghri, Human Early Learning Partnership; HELP 

Life Course Problems Related to Early Life Experiences  

2nd Decade 3rd/4th Decade 5th/6th Decade Older Age 

• School failure 

 

• Teen pregnancy 

 

• Criminality 

• Obesity 

 

• Elevated blood pressure 

 

• Depression 

• Coronary heart disease 

 

• Diabetes 

• Premature aging 

 

• Memory loss 



Which environments matter? 

TOTAL ENVIRONMENT ASSESSMENT MODEL (TEAM-ECD) 



United Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child 



CRC 

1989 
General Day of Discussion 

 was held 

2002 

Historical Background 

General Comment 7: 
 implementing CRC in 

 early years 

2004 



Translating GC7 to user-friendly indicator set 2005 

UNCRC invites group to develop GC7 Indicators 2006 

…historical Background 



 
 Article 6; Children have the right to live. Governments should  

ensure that children survive and develop healthily.  



e.g. Indicators set for Protection against 
violence 

Structure Process Outcome 

Has there been a reduction (in the last five years) in the rate of 

occurrence of all forms of violence perpetrated against young 

children? 

Are there initiatives to raise awareness and prevent violent physical 
and emotional (demeaning, ridiculing) disciplinary measures on 

children? 

Are there measures in place to ensure adequate data collection to 
monitor the progress made on the implementation of the right of 

young children to freedom from violence? 



Suggestions 

Positive parenting 

education 

Public education 

through media 

Steps to have such programs 

NO 

In-service training 

of professionals 

Are there initiatives to raise awareness and prevent violent physical 
and emotional (demeaning, ridiculing) disciplinary measures on 

children? 

Canada’s Nobody’s Perfect: 
http://www.bccf.ca/professionals/programs/nobodys-

perfect  

Child Rights Education for Professionals (CRED-PRO): 
http://www.iicrd.org/work/projects/community_of_practice/C

REDPRO  

F a c e b o o k :  
http://mashable.com/2010/12/03/cartoons-facebook-end-violence/ 



http://www.ecdip.org/images/gif/ethics-ethicalspace.gif 

 

2009-2010 



   

 

The Early Childhood Rights Indicators, ECRI 

2011-2012 



 

 

Br 

British Columbia

2015-2017 



 

      

 

     

 

 



A 5+5 YEARS International 
initiative 

CONVERSATION WITH THE UN CRC FOR  RECOGNIZING THE GC AS 
THE GLOBAL CRC REPORT WRITING TOOL 

5 pilots worldwide 

Finalization of the tool 

Design and development of the 
tool 

3 pilots and a protocol for CRC 
report writing  



Our Network 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

International Collaborators 
 
• WHO 
• UNICEF 
• UN-CRC 
• UN-CRPD 

 
• International Pediatric Association 
• International Society for Social Pediatric 
• European Network of Ombudspersons for Children (ENOC) 

 
• Global Partnership to end violence 
• African Child Policy Forum 
• International Institute for child Rights, Sion 
• Fundamental Rights Agency (FRA) 

 
• Max Plank Institute, Germany 
     (Berlin, Germany) 

• Child Rights International Network, UK 
 
 
 
 



…our Network 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

National Collaborators 
 
 
• UNICEF-Canada 
• Public Health Agency of Canada 
• Dr Julien’s Foundation-Qc 

 
• Landon Pearson’s Center 
• Canadian Council of Child and Youth Advocates 

 
• National Collaborating Center for Aboriginal Health 
• BC- Office of Child and Youth Advocates 

 
• Island Health Authority 
• BC Ministry of Child and Family Development 

 
• BC Public Health Association 

 
 
 
 
 
 

15 Canadian & 25 International 

Universities 
• UBC 

• UNBC 
• U Manitoba 
• Lethbridge U 
• U Saskatoon 
• U Regina 
• U de MTL 
• Mc Gill U 
• U Ottawa 
• Carlton U 
• McMaster University 
• U of Waterloo 
• U de Moncton 
• U of NB 
• U PEI 
• Bilkent University, Ankara 
• Sungkyunkwan University, South Korea 
• University of Sion 
• FLACSO U-Argentine 

 
 







Introducing  
Bolajoko 



Bolajoko https://www.dropbox.com/s/bsfhkrvyrsp6vxd/ECD%20and%20SDGs_Bolajok
o%20Olusanya%202018-R3%20-%20HD%20720p.mov?dl=0 



I very much look forward to feedback from 
the meeting from our colleagues and the 
action plan for securing global attention for 
children with disabilities and others who 
have been neglected for so long. Please 
accept my very best wishes for the 
conference. 
Sincerely 

Bolajoko 



Introducing  
Gerison 



The rights of young children with 
disabilities: moving beyond the 

UNCRC  

Gerison Lansdown  

ISSOP, Bonn, 27/29th Sept 2018 



A snapshot 

 Up to 100 million children are born  
 with a disability or become disabled  
 before age 19 
 Only around 10% of children with  
 disabilities in the developing world  
 receive an education.  
• More than 80% live in developing countries and 

have no access to services  
• Many are excluded and invisible within their 

communities  
• Many are in institutions with no contact with their 

families 
• In many countries, their birth is never registered 

 



 in other words... 

Children with disabilities commonly 

experience: 
– Widespread discrimination 

– Social exclusion, social isolation and fewer opportunities for friendship and play 

– Disproportionate levels of physical and sexual violence 

– Extreme poverty 

– Denial of access to education 

– In some circumstances, denial of the right to life  



Approaches to disability 

Charity 
model   

• Recipients of charity  

• Dependent on goodwill 

Medical 
model  

• Problem rooted within individual 

• Individual must change and adapt 

Human 
rights 
model  

• Subjects of human rights  

• Disability a product of interaction between level of 
functioning and barriers in the environment 



Implications of the models 

Medical Model Human Rights Model 

Disability is an abnormality or 
deformity 

Disability is a difference 

Being disabled is negative Having an impairment is, in itself, 
neutral 

Disability resides in the individual  Disability derives from interaction 
between the individual and society 

The remedy for disability-related 
problems is to cure or ‘normalise’ the 
individual 

The remedy for disability-related 
problems is a change in the 
interaction between the individual 
and society 

The agent of remedy is the professional The agent of remedy is the individual 
or their advocate  



 Charity based  or 
medical  approach 

Human rights based  
approach 

In other words……. 



Changing recognition of rights of children with disabilities   

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, 
adopted by the UN General Assembly in 1989 

Adopted by the UN General Assembly in 
2006 



Implications of the CRC 

General measures: laws, 
policies, national strategy, 
data, monitoring, training, 

dialogue, independent 
accountability   

General principles: non-
discrimination, best 

interests, life and 
development, being heard 

Holistic implementation of 
CRC rights: provision, 

protection, participation  

Child 



Implications of the CRPD for children   



…and the right to inclusive education  

 

 



Why does inclusive early education matter? 

The human rights of the child 

The social 
case 

The 
economic 

case 

The 
educational 

case 



Implications of rights for work of health 
professionals 

National level 

Advocacy for laws and policies  

Prohibition of discrimination, 
positive commitment to equality 

End institutionalization, invest in 
community resources 

Formal commitment to inclusive 
education at all levels  

Prohibition of all forms of violence 

Training in children’s rights for all 
professionals working with children  

Community level 

Services and support 

Support provision of integrated  
early years assessment, services and 

support 

Encourage transfer of resources to 
community based services 

Support rights-based inclusive 
education including early years  

Establish effective, safe and 
accessible complaints mechanisms 

for children and families  

Institute feedback mechanisms and 
dialogue to learn from children’s 

experiences  

Clinical level 

Attitudes and practice 

Apply principle of best interests of 
children with reference to all their 

rights  

Engage in awareness raising to 
inform and educate 

Identify and remove all the barriers 
impeding inclusion 

Involve expertise of DPOs 

Listen to and promote cross sectoral 
partnerships including with parents 

and children 

Data collection, monitoring  and accountability 



A rights based approach 
A right to non discrimination, best interests, optimum development and being 

heard     

Sonia is born with  
intellectual and  
physical 
disabilities  

Early assessment, information 
 and services and support 

Integrated community based care  
and support including  
respite care, adaptations 

Health assessment based  
on dialogue and engagement  
with functioning and feelings 
 not disability labels 
 

Inclusive early years education and care 
 

Inclusive education  
 

Inclusive opportunities 
 to play 
 

Investment in accessible 
 environments (buildings,  
transport and  
communications) 
 
Social protection measures to address 
 poverty 
 

Legislation to prohibit  
discrimination and promote inclusion 
 

Commitment to 
listening and 
respect for 
dignity 
 

Mechanisms to identify  
and  
address violence  
 



Summary 

• Children with disabilities are subjects of rights not merely recipients of charity, 
support or protection 

• Ending discrimination requires removal of barriers and commitment to inclusion 

• Important to focus on a holistic approach to the rights of the child 

• Optimum health and well being requires measures beyond health services 

• Collaboration across professions, parents and people with disabilities essential 



Equality or equity? 



Questions? 


