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Disclaimer and Disclosures 

• No financial disclosures or off-label use 

• Examples of advocacy messaging do not 
necessarily represent the views or official 
position of Mayo Clinic, Mayo Clinic Children’s 
Center or Mayo Foundation for Medical 
Education and Research 
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Objectives 

• Examine the role social media plays in child 
advocacy 

• Understand how pediatricians can effectively 
amplify child health issues using social media 
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Traditional media vs social media 
 
• #SoMe: 

• Faster 

• No gatekeeper 

• Unfiltered 

• Power to raise issues outside mainstream 

• Marginalized voices 

• Grassroots efforts 

• Contribute and consume 

• Amplify 
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Consequences of NOT engaging online 
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Source: https://www.wired.com/2015/06/antivaxxers-influencing-legislation/ 
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Amplify reach of traditional media 
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#tweetiatrician 

• Professional networking 

• Advocacy 

• Get the word out quickly 

• Organizing 

• Coordinated education campaigns 
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Source: http://mdigitallife.com/online-physicians-and-health-

reform-a-closer-look/ , 

http://mdigitallife.com/online-physicians-and-health-reform-

by-the-numbers/ 
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Peds led the pack in health reform posts 
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Summer 2017 
AAP Days of Action 
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Getting the word out with Twitter! 
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Credit: Return of the King, giphy.com and Dr. Dipesh Navsaria for the idea 
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“We need #tweetiatrician voices!” 
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Peds answered the call! 
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Dr. Marion Sills (& her chainsaw) 

Drs. Debbie Greenhouse, Shelley Fiscus & Seuss 

#AAPChapterWars 

Co-creator 
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#KeepKidsCovered Statistics 

• 110+ pediatrician 
videos from 30+ states 
(June-July 2017) 

• Now over 200 videos! 

• #KeepKidsCovered 

• 53k+ twitter posts 

• 21k+ indiv twitter accts 

• 91+ million reach 

 (Jun-Oct 2017) 

• #ExtendCHIP 
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Data courtesy of AAP Dept of Federal Affairs’ Social Media Manager Helene Holstein 
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#KeepKidsCovered AAP compilation video 
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YouTube link 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1XWdIvP9RBM
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Ongoing issues 

Public charge legislation #FamiliesBelongTogether 
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Advocacy is a marathon 

Not a sprint 
-  Mark Del Monte 

AAP Interim CEO 

AAP Legislative Conference, April 2017 

Source: Getty images-cat swimming through Hurricane Harvey floodwaters in Texas, September 2017 
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Who to follow for advocacy on Twitter 

• @AmerAcadPeds 

• @AAPPres 

• Other pediatricians 

• Health care, professional organizations 

• Elected officials and leaders 

• Journalists 
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Thank you! 
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Mayo Clinic Children’s Center 

@namd4kids 

@AAPPres 


