
The KAMUVU Case – 
Sexual violence on 
children and forensic 
medicine in the DRC



Forensic medicine



Western world

 Trained Health Care Professionals 
 Trained police and judges       
  ‘one stop shop’ : forensic examination, 

medical care, psycho-social support, 
complainant interview



Forensic examination- sexual assault -1

 Documentation :
History of assault : what/when/who/ where
Circumstances surrounding the assault
Medical / surgical history
Details about the suspect
Injuries



Forensic examination sexual assault -2

 Collection of evidence
Swabs : DNA – sperm 
Clothes 
Blood / urine : toxicology



Forensic examination sexual assault- 3

 Calm, private place
 At the complainant’s pace
 Empathy and respect 



DRC- Sexual Violence clinic 
Dr. Mukwege

40-50 patients/ day

2 doctors

60% sexual assault

40% fistula / 
prolapses



DRC- Documentation 



DRC – trainings       

Multidisciplinary : police, judges, 
healthcare

Medical : 
Lectures
Role plays
One to one clinical 



The Kavumu cases : 42 children 

 Case 0 : 5 years old girl, serious genital injuries – June 2013

Modus operandi : child kidnapped from home at night and SA 
near home

 July 2013 -March 2014 : 8  cases

 April 2014 : 7 cases 

 Creation of a working group : UNPOL, MONUSCO, NGO’s, 
Panzi 

 Review of medical notes

 Crime Scene Investigation 









 Arrestation June 2016 

MP Batumike

53 militia members  



December 2016 – 6 special days 
5 experts    36 children

 One psychologist (Senegal/France) 

 One psychologist (DRC / Belgium)

 One paediatric surgeon (DRC)

 One forensic doctor (UK/France)

 Expert police (France)    

 DRC police



Filmed interview psychologist : hx of 
assault



Medical consultation : healing / 
sequellae



Psychological impact 





Trial November 2017







Verdict : 11 life sentences 



 Thank you for your attention 
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