


Source: https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/GPI-2019-web003.pdf

“One in four people on the planet, more than 1.5 billion, 
live in fragile and conflict affected states or in countries 
with very high levels of criminal violence” (World Development Report 2011)

https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/GPI-2019-web003.pdf
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There are now more armed conflicts in the 
world than at almost any point since WW2





UNHCR. Global trends 2018.

13.6 Million newly displaced in 2018



Ten out of 22 Arab 
countries… are in some 
state of turmoil and host 

50% of all the world’s 
refugee and displaced 

populations





The gap in poverty is widening between 
countries affected by violence and others

World Development Report 2011 : Conflict, Security, and Development



“Women and children are the hardest hit 
by conflict, violence and disaster” 
(UNICEF Deputy Executive Director Yoka Brandt, 2013)

 

“Of the 10 countries with the highest 
under-five mortality rates, eight are 
affected by conflict.”

Protecting children, safeguarding their development from conflict, violence and disasters. Helsinki, 2013



A “lost generation”

In Lebanon:

50% of Syrian refugees in 
Lebanon are children(< 18 y) 

Close to 60% out of school

More than 30% working

Girls marrying early

Sources: UNHCR 2018; Relief web 2017; UNICEF, 2017



The invisible wounds



Destruction in Gaza: July 2014. Photo: CNN

http://www.freedomsphoenix.com/News/114051-2012-06-27-assad-says-syria-at-war-as-battle-
reaches-capital.htm?EdNo=001&From=



https://www.undispatch.com/crimes-and-ethnic-cleansi
ng-committed-against-the-rohingya-of-myanmar-deserv
e-justice-but-how/

Rohingya of Myanmar 2018

https://www.undispatch.com/crimes-and-ethnic-cleansing-committed-against-the-rohingya-of-myanmar-deserve-justice-but-how/
https://www.undispatch.com/crimes-and-ethnic-cleansing-committed-against-the-rohingya-of-myanmar-deserve-justice-but-how/
https://www.undispatch.com/crimes-and-ethnic-cleansing-committed-against-the-rohingya-of-myanmar-deserve-justice-but-how/


Jabbour, S., Gate, M., Sabouni, A., al-Batal, S., & Humans of Syria Network. (2018). Rehumanising the Syrian conflict: Photographs of war, health, and life in 

Syria. The Lancet, 391, 1140-1156.



Health is a social, 
economic and political 
issue and above all a 
fundamental human right.

David Sanders (1945-2019)

“Inequality, poverty, exploitation, violence and injustice are at the root of ill‐
health and the deaths of poor and marginalised people.” 

Preamble to People’s Health Movement



Context of Health in the Arab world



Growing Young Population, mainly in 
poorer countries

El-Zein et al. 2014. Health and ecological sustainability in the Arab world: a matter of survival. The Lancet, 2014; 383:458–76

Median age 22 
years (world 
avg. 29 years)



Wide disparities within and between 
countries



Sources: Data for 
2011 are from 
AQUASTAT and 
data for 2030 and 
2050 are from the 
authors’ own 
calculations using 
AQUASTAT and 
data from the UN 
Department of 
Economic and 
Social Affairs.

El-Zein et al. 2014. Health and ecological sustainability in the Arab world: a matter of survival. The Lancet, 2014; 383:458–76

 “16 Arab countries have a per-person 
share of water below the poverty level”  



Source: Reproduced from 
the International Food 
Policy Research Institute’s 
Middle East and North 
Africa strategy report 
(2010), by permission of the 
International Food Policy 
Research Institute.

El-Zein et al. 2014. Health and ecological sustainability in the Arab world: a matter of survival. The Lancet, 2014; 383:458–76

 
 

Food: “Dangerous dependency on international price 
fluctuation” El Zein et al, 2014 



Expenditure on military more than 
health.. Only such region in the world

Source: The World Bank DataBank, 11-
year mean 2001-2011. 

El-Zein et al. 2014. Health and ecological sustainability in the Arab world: a matter of 
survival. The Lancet, 2014; 383:458–76



FHS Vision (2019)

 FHS is the leading academic voice and 
driver for peace, equity, justice, and 
better health in the Arab region and 
beyond.



Addressing current issues:
Conflict and health
An MPH-based certificate on health and conflict

 Scholarships to Syrian and other refugees

A comprehensive 
research program





Jabbour, S., Gate, M., Sabouni, A., al-Batal, S., & Humans of Syria Network. (2018). Rehumanising the Syrian conflict: Photographs of war, health, and life in 

Syria. The Lancet, 391, 1140-1156.
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